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Our Donors

Change Afoot
Alison Olivieri / sanvitobirdclub@gmail.com

Some exciting news from the 
San Vito Bird Club: after 12 
years a new President steps in 

-- Las Cruces neighbor Greg Homer! Greg 
and his wife Helen LeVasseur split their 
time between Placerville, CA and their 
property in San Vito, El Tangaral. Since 
they first visited here many years ago, 
they’ve become loyal supporters of the 
SVBC and the Wilson Botanical Garden. 
A gifted naturalist and superlative birder, 
Greg is the kind of leader who can take 
28 people on a walk and tally 56 species 
of birds, all the while noting butterflies, 
plants and whatever else comes into view. 
We’re lucky to have him and the avifauna 
agrees – on the day he was elected, two 
Bellbirds were enthusiastically making 
their reverberating “bonging” calls at his 
Finca!

A new Vice President was elected 
as well, another nearby neighbor of 
Las Cruces, Peter Wendell. Peter and 
his wife, Jo Davidson, have lived in 
San Vito for about three years and, like 
Helen and Greg, have enthusiastically 
embraced the flora and fauna -- not to 
mention the human community -- around 
them. Completing Greg and Peter’s 
team are longtime Secretary Lydia Vogt, 
stalwart Treasurer Fred Schroeder, 
Communications Chairman Harry Hull 
and the President Emeritus (yours truly). 

Encouraging members AND the public 
to visit and support the Wilson Botanical 
Garden is part of the bird club’s mission 
and, as many of you -- our Amigos 
-- know, money and transportation are 
enormous obstacles to leisure time pursuits 
in rural places like San Vito. We do what 
we can to mitigate these issues by offering 
free, open to the public, twice-monthly 
“Wilson Walks” on Saturdays, timed to 
begin when the San Vito and Cuidad Neily 

buses stop at the entrance gate at 7:30 am. 
Now it is time, once again, to ask for 

your help in continuing to provide an 
alluring, safe and comfortable education 
and research facility here at Las Cruces. 
We want all researchers, student groups, 
natural history visitors and the public to 
enjoy the facilities, learn something every 

Greg Homer, San Vito Bird Club President. Photo by Jo Davidson

SVBC Vice President Peter Wendell. Photo by Jo Davidson.

day, and leave wishing to return. This 
will only be possible with your generous 
support so please use the enclosed 
Donation Form to send your contribution 
today. Better yet, come and visit -- the 
staff at Las Cruces and local bird club 
members are at your disposal, eager and 
ready to greet you!
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As always a big
THANK YOU to you all!

Las Cruces donors through February 2016

Annual Fund Supporters	
Peter Ulrich Auckenthaler
Carol K. Augspurger
Joan & Peter Banks
Rafael Guillermo Campos Ramirez
Lynne Carmichael
Maureen & Phillip Caudill
Lois & Charles Cheston
Jack Citron
Frances & David C.  Coleman
Joan Carol & Jan Depwe
Joy & Jon Duerr
Anne & Paul R. Ehrlich
Karen & Jack B. Fisher
Gordon Frankie
Liba Pejchar & Joshua Goldstein
Richard J. Goldsworth
Richard T. Gritman
David Hearst
John Heather
Jean & Richard Hoffman
Karen Holl
Gail & Harry Hull
William Jasen

Barry Johnson
Grace Jones Richardson Trust
W. John Kress
Janet & Allen Lapey
Mark W. Larson
Carol & Dick Laursen
Arthur A. Leath
Lynn & Carl Leopold
Catherine Lindell
Sandra Lundgren Potter
Margaret & Graham Macdonald
Pat & Bill McCallum
Esther & David McLaughlin
Hiram Munger
Margaret Neighbors
Nancy & Donald Nelson
Alison & Michael Olivieri
Thomas Peterson
Janet & Larry Phelps
Judith & Stuart Richardson
Lilliam & Luis Rico
Arndt Rudolf G.
Diana Scarritt
Jean & Frederick Schroeder

Joanne M. Sharpe
Holly & Osamu Shimizu
Michael Smyser
Mary Smythe
Lisa Wagner & Tim Spira
Helene Dublisky and 
Charles D. Stanberry
Beverly Stone
Susan M. Studlar
Gwen Taylor
Diane Fong & Allen Thoma
Vinton & Ruth Thompson
Christiane & Christopher Tyson
Donald Waller
Lawrence A. Wilson
Denise Dausey & Jeff Worman
	
Land Acquisition  
Richard T. Gritman
Roberta Gutman
David Hearst
Nora Underwood & Brian Inouye
Hiram Munger
Karen & Michael Taylor

A northern jacana (Jacana spinosa) visiting the 
small pond that is part of the land acquisition 

we made last year. The pond, and the rest of the 
property, are slowly recovering after decades 

under pasture use. Photo Yerlyn Blanco. 
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Las Cruces Biological 

Station & Wilson 

Botanical Garden

Apdo 73-8257

San Vito, Coto Brus,

Costa Rica.



Name:

Address:

City/State/Zip:

E-mail:	 	 	 	 Phone:

Here is my donation
to support Las Cruces

Payment information
  Check enclosed     Charge my    VISA     MASTERCARD 
  cash	 	     $__________________

Card number	 	 	 	 Exp Date

Signature

 $50
 $100
 $250
 $500

 $1,000
 $5,000
 $10,000
 Other
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Please mail this form with your check (made out to OTS) or credit card information to:
Las Cruces Biological Station. P.O. Box 73-8257 San Vito. Coto Brus, COSTA RICA
or OTS. Box 90630. Durham, NC 27708-0630

Remember! To donate is to 

invest in the things that you 

believe in and the changes 

you want to make

I (We) want to help with 
a gift of

 $100
 $250
 $500
 $1,000

 $5,000
 $10,000
 Other

I (We) would also like to 
contribute to the LAND 
Campaign with a gift of

Please send information on
 Planned Giving  OTS Travel Programs

REC
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Check date C
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Benefits

All of our Amigos receive 
benefits for their donations 
including a yearly 
subscription to the Amigos 
newsletter.  For more 
information please write to
cathleen.lemoine@duke.edu
or
lcruces@ots.ac.cr

As a 501 (c) 3, gifts to the 
Las Cruces Biological Station 
are tax-deductible in the U.S. 
and Canada to the fullest 
extent allowed by law.

• Las Cruces is home to more than 2000 native 
plant species, 3000 species of plants from around 
the world, and more than 400 species of birds.

• With the most important botanical collection 
in Central America, Las Cruces has attracted and 
enchanted visitors and researchers alike for over 
50 years. 

• Become an Amigo by making your tax-
deductible contribution today. Thanks to the 
support of people like you we can maintain this 
incredible biodiversity!

Please indicate whether you want your Amigos 
mailed electronically (pdf format)

 No      Yes   
Email ___________________________________


