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Education: 
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Professional Experience: 

1994 - present.  Research Professor, Department of Biology, University of Missouri-St. Louis.. 

2009 – 2011.  Research Professor, Department of Environmental Sciences, University of 

Virginia. 

1980 - Feb. 1994.  Co-Director, La Selva Biological Station, Organization for Tropical Studies, 

Costa Rica. 

1978 - 1979.  Co-Director, Point Reyes Bird Observatory, Stinson Beach, California. 

1976 - 1978.  Graduate student and teaching assistant, Department of Zoology, University of 

Wisconsin, Madison. 

1972 - 1976.  Smithsonian-Peace Corps Environmental Program, Galapagos Islands National 

Park, Ecuador. 

1970 - 1972.  NSF Graduate Fellow, Department of Zoology, University of Wisconsin, Madison. 

1970, summer. Woodrow Wilson Fellow, Rocky Mountain Biological Laboratory, Gothic, 

Colorado. 

 

Current Research Interests: 

Climatic controls of carbon flux and storage in old-growth tropical rain forest.  Ecological and 

physiological processes affecting growth and survival of lowland rain forest trees.  landscape 

ecology of tropical lowland rain forest, including long-term monitoring of focal taxa and 

evaluation of edaphic heterogeneity and tree species diversity and distribution.  Application of 

remote-sensing and GIS techniques to landscape-scale study of tropical forest ecology. 

  

Recent Teaching Activities: 

In the last 32 years I have assisted as visiting or principal faculty in more than 100 field ecology 

courses in Costa Rica, Puerto Rico, Peru, Mexico, and Brazil.  Of these courses, many were 

composed primarily of Latin American graduate students and were taught in Spanish or 

Portuguese.  Course activities have included guiding orientation walks, introductory and 

research lectures, designing and supervising group research projects, and advising individual 

students.  I regularly teach as visiting faculty in the English, Portuguese and Spanish-language 

OTS advanced ecology courses in Costa Rica, Brazil and Peru.  I also lecture to general 

university and public audiences. 

 

Publications (http://www.umsl.edu/~biology/faculty/davidclark.html for links to pdfs): 

 

Thomas, R.Q., J.R. Kellner, D.B. Clark and D.R. Peart.  2012.  Low mortality in tall tropical 

trees.  Ecology accepted pending revision. 

http://www.umsl.edu/~biology/faculty/davidclark.html
http://www.umsl.edu/~biology/faculty/davidclark.html


 
 

2 

Clark, D.B. and J.R. Kellner.  2012.  Tropical forest biomass estimation and the fallacy of 

misplaced concreteness.  Journal of Vegetation Science doi: 10.1111/j.1654-
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primary productivity. Ecology Letters 11:163-172.  Selected paper, Faculty of 1000 

Biology. 
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O'Brien, J.J., S.F. Oberbauer and D.B. Clark.  2004.  Whole tree xylem sap flow responses to 

multiple environmental variables in a wet tropical forest.  Plant, Cell and Environment 

27:551-567. 
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Clark, D.B. and D.A. Clark. 1996. Abundance, growth and mortality of very large trees in 

neotropical lowland rain forest.  Forest Ecology and Management 80:235-244.  
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Clark, D.B. and D.A. Clark.  1989.  The role of physical damage in the seedling mortality regime 

of a neotropical rain forest.  Oikos 55:225-230. 

Marquis, R.J. and D.B. Clark. 1989.  Habitat and fertilization effects on leaf herbivory in 

Hampea appendiculata (Malvaceae): implications for tropical firewood systems. 

Agriculture, Ecosystem, and Environment 5:165-174. 

Oberbauer, S.F., D.A. Clark, D.B. Clark, and M. Quesada. 1989.  Comparative analysis of 

photosynthetic light environments within the crowns of juvenile rain forest trees. Tree 

Physiology 5:13-23. 

Clark, D.B. and D.A. Clark. 1988.  Leaf production and the cost of reproduction in the tropical 

rain forest cycad, Zamia skinneri.  Journal of Ecology 76:1153-1163. 



 
 

6 

Oberbauer, S.F., D.B. Clark, D.A. Clark, and M. Quesada. 1988.  Crown light environments of 

saplings of two species of rain forest emergent trees.  Oecologia 75:207-212. 
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