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Among the noteworthy herpetological material from the Corn Islands 
or Islas del Maíz (publication of which awaits the completion of the manuscript) 
is a small series of brightly colored D'"JmobiJls margaritiferJls (Schlegel) that, 
being in life e .. ily distinguishable froID aH other known populations oE marga
ntífem!, may well have a name oí its own. 

Drymobius mar garitiferus maydis 
(Figs. 2-4) 

Drymobill' margaritiferUJ, Barbour & Loveridge, Bull. Mus. Comp. Zoo1., 1929. vol. 
69, p. 139 (Com Islands) .  

TYFE: UCR 999 (farmerly ]V 66094) ¿ froID Nicaragua: Departamento de 
Zeld.ya; Great Com Island (circo 40 kms east-north-east of Bluefields) collected 
by Jaime D_ Villa, Janis A. Rozé and Richard G. Zweifel, 22 Jan. 1966. 

PAllATYPllS: (Al! froID Great Coro Island) AM 97071 S (AIIotype), col. R. G; 
Zweifel, J. A. Rozé and J. D. Villa, 24 Jan. 1966; MCZ 26953 ¿, James Lee 
Peters, Dec. 1927-Jao. 1928. 

ASSOClATED SPEOMEN: KU 86188, S ,  L. M. Hardy, 30 June 1964 (Gre.t 
Coen Is.) 

DIAGNOSIS: A subspecies of DrymobiJlJ margaritiferllJ that diHers from aH other 
known ,ubspecies (except from the nomin.l race) in h.ving the anterior edges 
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of median dorsal seales blue (.'0 adult specimens), white (faded specimens) or 
gray (young specimens) ,  this color well differentiated from a blaek tip of seale; 
from D. 1JJ. "'argdJ'itijei71! anel other subspecies (see SMlTH, 1942, Prce. u.s. 
Nat!. Mus., 92 (3153) : 382·384) by its ground color, tmquoise.grecn in life 
(duH or bluish gray in preservative) ;  .dults retaining the juvenile pattem of 
about 35 to 45 diffuse dorsal blotches or bands (2 Or 3 seales wide) lhat extend 
to the odgin of the ventrals, this pattern more conspicuous in the anterior part 
oí the body; dorsal seales almost entirely black (on. dark blotehes) to almost 
entirely tllrquoise greea (on li"hter areas) ,  borde red with gray or black, always 
black.tipped. 

DESCRlPTlON OF THE TYPE: He.d scuteUation typical of lhe species: supralabials 
9, the third, fourth aad fifth entering orbit; infralabials lO, the fj"t pair in 
coatact behind the mental and the 

'
sixth the largest; preoculars 1; post oculars 

2 ;  loreal present; temporals 2 + 2 ;  t\Yo pairs of chinshields, the anterior pair 
shortest and in eontact with the first five infralabials; posterior pair of chioshields 
elongatc and posteriorly directc-d outward, separated by one seale .nteriorly .nd 
by t\Yo seales posteriorly; four rows of gulars at the level of the eighth infralabial; 
dorsal seale formula 17·17·15; dorsals keeled except for the first 3 or 4 rows; 
t\Yo apieal pits present (best visible in the aUotype) ; ventrals 145; caudals in 
93 pairs; anal divided. 

Hemipenes single, subeylindrical, medi.Uy swollen and gradually tapering 
distalIy; SIIIclIJ ¡permatiws simple, straight; basal portien of hemipenis naked 
or covered with very small spinules; median portien of hemipenis covered with 
moderate sized spioes gradually diminishing in size distaUy, being substituted 
by a papilled calyculate structure; distal portion of hemipenes naked ar oearly so. 
COLOR: (in Jife) Ground color turguoise·greeo, lighter ventrally; head dark 
with a diHuse yeJlowish green .. v .. with its apex on the frontal; anterior part 
of the head lighter in color, gradually approaching the turquoise.yeUow pigment 
present in the labials; posterior edge of upper (and ¡ast lower) labials bordered 
with black except for the last two, which are completely black; dorsal seales 
ranging from nearly entirely black (on blotched areas) to almost completely 
lurquoise.green finely bordered with gray or blaek; ventrals laterally and 
anteriorly bordered with gray or black except for the posterior ooes, in which 
this pigmeot tends to diminish as it approaches midbody; eaudals basicaUy' with 
the same pattcro as the ventrals, but with their median area immaculate. In 
formalin the ground color turns bluish or gray and thus the blotehed. pattem 
is somewhat obscured. 

MEASUREMENTS : (in milimeters) 

Total le!lgth Snout-Vent Head Tail 
AM 97071 667 437 28 230 

KU 86188 701 3� --
VCR 999 798 �42 28 2�6 
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RANGE: D. margaritiferJlI m"ydis is known oruy fram Gieat Com Island but 
it wiU possibly be found on Little Com. Several specimens* of this species were 
examined from fue mainland of Nicaragua and Costa Rica and they can all 
b'e identified wifu the nominal subspeeies. 

REMARKs: Thc type specimen was found at the muddy edge of a brackish swamp. 
Upon heing caught it bit repeatedly until it was placed in a coUecting bago A 
brightly colored juvenile individual (lost) was taken while sunning itself on 
a fallen coconut trunk. 

n,e name maydis (not miadis as used by Barbour and Loveridge in fue 
description of Ame;'·" festiva ,madis (= A. 1mdlllata miadis) and Ra1la miadis 
(= R. pipiel/s) was suggested by Dr. R. L. Rodríguez as the correet derivation 
oE Mays, the Latin word for corno 
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SUMMARY 

Thc (olubrid snake D"ymobills ,,,argaritife,,,s maydis is described from 
the Com ¡slands, Caribbean Nicaragua. 

RESUMEN 

Se describe la serpiente colúbrida Drymobills 1I1argm'itife1'1ls maydis de 
bs Islas del Maíz (Com Islands), Nicaragua. Se distingue de las demás sub. 

>:: Feom NICARAGUA: Gr.11lada, near Granada (JV 156), lino/ega, Río Jigüina (JV 
278); Le61J, n� Poneloya (JV 277);  ManagUil, Rio Tipitapa (]V 430). from 

... cOST.-\ TUCA: Gu:m,mzsle, Cañas (]V 1185), Hacienda Taboga (JV 1168), Tilarán 

(VCR 509) ; Limón, near Limón (UCR 029 ) ;  Prln/arellr1S, Palmar Sur (UCR 106); 

Sml ¡Olé, (UCR 010,113). 
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especies de margaritiferllI por la siguiente combinación de características : borde 
anterior de escamas dorsales color claro; color de fondo verde-turquesa en vida 
(gris opaco o azulado en líquido preservativo) ;  adultos reteniendo el patrón 
juvenil de unas 35 a 45 manchas o bandas dorsales que se extienden hasta el 
origen de las ventrales; dorsales color verde-turquesa con grados variables de 
pigmentaci6n negra O gris oscura; ápice de las dorsales siempre negro; ventraIes 
y caudales marginadas de negro hacia la base. 

Pig. 1. D. margan'tiferus margtzrÍlijeruI (Schlegel). typical 
pattern at midbody (duwn 00 ti. generalized sede 
pattero) .  Ground color is yellowish. 

Fig. 2. D. rr..argarilifer;u maydh Villa, same as aboye. Ground 
color is turquoise-green. 

Fig. �. D. m. ma)',iis, lateral view of head. 

Fig. 4. $ame, dorsal view. (Selle represents 10 mm). 
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