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(Receiyed: October 20, 1 986) 

Resumen: Cancel/u s tanneri Faxon (Crustacea: Anomura: Diogenidae) se registra por cuarta ocasión en el  
Pacífico Este Tropical, extendiéndose su límite Norte de distribución hasta la entrada del Golfo de California, 
México. 

Only one species of the genus Cancellus 
Edward is presently known from the Pacific 
coast of America. Members of this small dio
genid genus are easily recognized for the cha
racteristics shape of the facets of the cheli
peds and of the first pair of ambulatory legs 
that form an efficient cover to their dwellings 
(Bennedict, 1 90 1 ). 

Their small size and dwelling habits, howe
ver, make them difficult to detect in samples 
or to collect by using conventional fishing 
gears. 

During samplig operations on the continen
tal shelf at the entran ce of the Gulf of Califor
nia (CORTES Project) ,  one specimen of Can
cellus tanneri Faxon was found in a grab sam
pie , representing the first record of the genus 
for this area and for the Pacific coast of Méxi
co. 

Cancellus tanneri Faxon, 1 893 

Preyious record: 1 é, off Cocos Island (ho
lopyte), Columbia; 1 9 Isla Perlas, Panamá;  
1 é,  Post Office Bay, Islas Galápagos, Ecuador 
(Shuler Mayo , 1973). 

1 65 

New record: 1 é, off Banco Gordo, Baja 
California Sur, México (23008'N - 1 09028'W), 
collected with an oyster dredge at 36 m on san
dy bottom . 

Observations: The specimen of Cancellus 
tanneri collected off the coast of Baja Califor
nia represents the fourth of its kind ever repor
ted for the Eastern Pacifico This species has 
apparently no been collected since ] 934, 
when a male specimen was found by the Vele
ro I I I  at 27 m on rocky bottom at Post Office 
Bay . 

The calcified part of the cara pace presents 
a pair of dorsal reddish spots, a little away 
from the anterior margin, and another pair 
laterally. 
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