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Repply to Montoya and Lourenco: on the scorpion name
Chactas bonito Lourenco, 1996: 177 (nomen nudun)

The name bonito as used by Lourengo
(1996), is not available as prescribed by the
Intemational Code of Zoological Nomenclature
(ICZN), Articles ii and 13. Nor is the name a
lapsus calami- (as proposed by Montoya: A
case of lapsus calami in Costa Rican scorpion
nomenclature, Rev. Biol. Trop. 44-3/45-1,
1997, and commented by Lourenco in that
same issue) since that definition requires an
inadvertant error, a slip of the pen, on the part
of the author. By his own admission (Reply to
Montoya about the use of the name Chactas
bonito, Rev. Biol. Trop. 44-3/45-1, 1997),
Lourenco clearly intended to use the name
Chactas bonito. It appears at least ten times in
the article, with no other name used to refer to
the taxon in question. Had he used the name
Chactas exsul at one instance and then
Chactas bonito at another, we might then
suspect a lapsus calami. As explained by
Lourengo himself, he used a manuscript name
(Chactas bonito) that he assumed to have been
made available. The name was never published.
Authorship clearly cannot be attributed to
Francke and Stockwell (1987). Lourengo's use
of Chactas bonito thus enters the literature as a
sort of provisional name, not being proposed
as new, and thus not meeting the requirements
for availability under Article 11. Furthermore,
Article 15 of the ICZN states that "a scientifc
name or nomenclatural act proposed
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conditionally after 1960 is not thereby made
available." Therefore, Chactas bonito must be
considered a nomen nudum attributable to
Lourengo (1996).

This does not mean that the name cannot be
made available. Chactas bonito is not to be
considered a synonym of Chactas exsul.
Chactas bonito can be proposed as a new
replacement name for this or any other taxon,
accompanied by a description, and thus be made
available. In this particular case, however, one
would have to present compelling evidence that
the specific name exsul Werner, 1939, as
currently applied in the binomen Chactas exsul
by Francke and Stockwell (1987), is not
applicable to this taxon, or that retention of
this name in its current use, and the neotype
designated for it, represent some threat to long-
term stability.
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